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Applying the Basic Principles 
Directions: Choose the correct Basic Principle that relates to the quote. 

 
1. “The government allows us to have certain rights, so I guess it can’t be all-powerful.” 
 

2. “When did the Supreme Court rule that Nixon had to turn over the Watergate 
tapes?” 

 

3. “Our federal government tries to get our state to keep speed limits low by 
threatening to pull our road funding, but speed limits are a state concern.” 

 

4. “Did you hear about the new guy filling in for the Secretary of Defense? They say he 
will easily pass the Senate hearings.” 

 

5. “I’m so tired of these major party campaigns, next year I’m voting for a third party 
instead.” 

 

6. “Who’s in charge of our military-Congress, or the President?” 
 

7. “I don’t care if Barack Obama is president or not, he’s not above the law.” 
 

8. “My cousin says she doesn’t have to take the PSSA’s.  The tests are different in 
Arizona.” 

 

9. “Britain’s government splits the power between mostly two parts of a Parliament 
and an elected Prime Minister.” 

 

10. “The balanced budget bill passed both houses of Congress, but was vetoed by the 
President.  I guess it’s back to the drawing board.” 

 

11. “I can’t stand people who criticize the government all the time and yet never do 
anything about it!” 

 

12. “We pay too much in taxes.  My paycheck is nothing after Federal taxes and State 
taxes suck it dry.” 
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